
   

 

WESLEYAN CHAPEL UMC  |  WILMINGTON, NC  |  2023 

CornersTone 
February 

Church Events 
We are very excited to welcome our new Children’s Ministry 
Director, Jamie Wrede, and her family.  Jamie joins our staff this 
month and will lead all of our children’s ministries. 
Jamie and Chris have been married for 19 years and have two 
children: Scott and Leah.  They have been members for almost 10 
years and volunteered in many capacities here at Wesleyan Chapel. 
Jamie grew up in church and remembers many years of helping her 
parents in VBS decor and singing in children’s choir.  As an adult, she 
has been involved in children’s ministries for almost 20 years, from 
Sunday School teacher, VBS 
helper and set design, forming 
new children’s ministries, 
storyteller for Children’s Worship 
and Wonder, and K-5 Alive 
leadership.   
While Jamie’s children’s ministry 
director position is part-time, she 
is also homeschooling her 
children, and a StoryMaker with 
PaperPie!  Jamie, Chris, and their 
children look forward to 
continuing to be a part of the 
Wesleyan Chapel family!  Feel 
free to send a note of 
welcome.  Her church email is 
children@wesleyanchapel.org. 

Welcome, Jamie Wrede! Feb 6– UMM 

Feb 8 & 9– Lydia Abbey Craft 
Circle 

Feb 9– Grace Circle 

Feb 12– Confirmation Class 
Kick off 

Feb 12– Pennies for Hunger 

Feb 12– Superbowl Chili Pickup 

Feb 13– L.I.F.T. 

Feb 18– Sweetheart Dinner 

Feb 20– Our New Normal 

Feb 21– JOY Group 

Feb 22– Ash Wednesday 
Service 

Feb 23– First Day of Lent  
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Prayers for God’s People 
Homebound or in nursing homes: Ora Lee Simmons, David Skipper, Dot Chalmers, Donald Durham 
Jr.  
Health or other concerns, upcoming operations or hospitalizations: Judy Durham, Jerry Campbell 
(Jamie Wrede’s father), James & Pam Perry, Julie Wisecup, Phyllis Miller, Dianne & Harold Lee, Tommy 
& Anne Johnson (Debbie Jones’s parents), Annis Weir, Phyllis Leitch’s daughter- Jackie, Larry & Hattie 
Teachey, Floyd Greene (friend of Judy & Tommy Carter; pancreatic cancer), Robert and Phyllis Miller 
(Melissa Stillwell’s parents), Carol Olds Peterson, Eddie Campbell (recovering from back surgery), Doris 
Davis (Dexter Johnson’s sister), Deloris McGwier, Robert Pope (Carolyn Pinckney’s son), Dana Wilson 
(brain tumor removed; relative of Gladys Sumner), Joyce Richards, Margaret (friend of Mark 
Williams),  Chris Kuntz (Julie Ledermann’s uncle), Tommy Carter, Mary Ellen Simmons (Friend of 
Shirley Holland), Mary Frances Sanders, Jennifer Patterson (stage one breast cancer), Becky Lewis, 
Maryann Nunnally, Brad Updegrove (cancer), Ralph Simmons, Linda McCall (surgery), Ethan Frost, 
Holly Walker (granddaughter of Roma Walker), Cindie Houck (back surgery), Reeves Hedge and family 
(12yo hospitalized with spider bite infection, friend of Ledermanns), Tony Cardillino (Lana & Nick 
Romano) 
Armed forces, civil servants, and first responders: Ray Metcalf, Ryan Boyette, Nicholas Dobo, 
Nicholas Torrisi, Vincent Torrisi 
Onslow, Pender, and New Hanover County Schools: Students, teachers & administrators  
You may submit a prayer request by emailing the church office at churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org OR 
by calling the church office at 910-686-4041. Please notify the church when prayers have been 
answered so the list may be updated.  

Families who have recently 
lost loved ones: We extend our love 
and sympathy to Dot Chalmers and her family at 
the loss of her son, Wayne Richard Chalmers on 
January 11. 2023. 
 
Christian love and sympathy is extended to 
Lenora Morgan and family upon the death of 
LtCol John Robert (Bob) Morgan, UMSC 
(Ret).   Bob passed away peacefully on January 
10, 2023.  A Memorial Service will be held at a 
later date in Bob’s hometown.  
 
We extend our love and sympathy to Gary Horne 
and his family at the loss of his brother Fred 
Horne. Fred lived in Wilson, NC, and passed 
away on December 18, 2022.  

1 Shirley Marie Millis 
2 Tommy Carter 
2 Ethan Edens 
5 Buck Buckingham 
6 Becke  Heil 
7 Phyllis Blake 
7 Betsy Glover 
8 Rex Heppe 
9 Penny Wenzel 

10 Heather Marino 
11 Ann Mar n 
12 Cayden Persiche  
14 Virginia Teachey 
16 Alexis Williams 
16 Ma hew Baer 
17 Debbie Jones 

18 Andrea Heppe 
20 Steve Tyler 
21 Tracy Franklin 
21 Doug Dameron 
21 Tasha Ecklund 
22 Lindsay Baer 
23 Carl Bridgers 
23 Al Howard 
25 George Gamble 
25 Linda Riggins 
26 Becky Lewis 
26 Phyllis Miller 
27 Harvey Holland 
28 Marsha Holland 
28 Anna S lwell 
28 Mark Ledermann 

7 Tom & Karen Morgan 
21 Ralph & OraLee Simmons 
22 Richard & Charlo e Ferguson 
23 Doug & Nancy Pa erson 
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Welcome, Renee Richard! 
My name is Renee Richard, and I’m so blessed to have the opportunity to serve in the 
church nursery. My husband and I relocated to the Wilmington area in 2012. He’s a 
native of southern California and I am from Long Island and Florida. I’ve been an early 
childhood and elementary educator for Pre-K through 5th (both general education and 
special education), in both the private religious and public school sector since 2006. I 
currently am a stay-at-home mother, substitute teacher, own a small embroidery/vinyl/
sublimation business, and volunteer in the classroom as room parent at WCUMC 
Preschool. My 4 year old daughter, Layla, and 18 month old son, Jude, have attended 
school there since 2021. We reside in Hampstead with my parent, Rachel, who has 
attended WC since 2021, and our three small dogs, Frank the Chug (chihuahua and 
pug), his brother Coco the Chihuahua, and their baby sister, Gina the Chihuahua/
miniature pincher mix.   Looking forward to meeting you all!   

Virtual Welcoming Service for 
Bishop Shelton 
A worship service celebrating the assignment of Bishop 
Connie Mitchell Shelton as resident bishop of the North 
Carolina Conference will be held Sunday, Feb. 5, 
beginning at 5 pm. The virtual service will be 
livestreamed at nccumc.org and on the North Carolina 
Conference app. 
Bishop Shelton was elected to the episcopacy at the 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in November and 
comes to North Carolina from the Mississippi 
Conference. She has experience in a variety of ministry 
positions, including small-membership churches, director 
of Field Education at Duke Divinity School, 
Communications and Connectional Ministries Director 
for the Mississippi Conference, and as a District 
Superintendent. Bishop Shelton also served as the 
Executive Director of the United 
Methodist Radio Hour broadcast 
for seven years, where she was the 
weekly preacher. 
Bishop Shelton is married to the 
Rev. Dr. Joey Shelton, Dean of the 
Chapel and Director of Church 
Relations at Millsaps College. 
They are the parents of two 
daughters, Bailey and Jessica. 

Thank you! 
Finance and Endowment  
Committee Updates 
Sandra Stephenson served as our treasurer for the last 
three years. She has put in countless volunteer hours to 
help keep our church in good financial health. Working 
with our finance team, staff, and church council she 
has played in integral role in several large projects and 
all of the day-to-day budgetary and accounting tasks. 
This is no small feat! We have huge appreciation for 
her tremendous contribution, her servant’s heart, and 
her devotion to WCUMC and to God. She will 
continue to serve our church as the newest Endowment 
Committee Chairperson, as of 2023. Thank you, 
Sandra! 
As of 2023, Brian Both has taken over as treasurer. He 
has hit the ground running and is quickly getting 
acquainted to what may be the most time consuming 
and intricate volunteer role at WCUMC. We are 
grateful that he has stepped into the role and know his 
stewardship will serve us well. Thank you, Brian! 
If you have any questions about our budget or ministry 
funds, you can contact Brian at 
treasurer@wesleyanchapel.org.  

Altar Flowers 2023 
The altar flower sign-up book now has 
the months of 2023 available. The book 
is on the table outside of the choir room. 
If you would like to provide flowers for 
the altar on a Sunday, select a date and 
sign-up in the book where you can also 
find instructions and details. Contact the church office 
if you need any assistance. 

Sunday Worship Service 
The link to view worship service online through 
YouTube can be found in the Weekly Vine email and on 
the home page of our website wesleyanchapel.org. Tune 
in live virtually to worship together:  

8:30am   Blended Service 
11:00 am  Traditional Service 
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M  Pl n  f  L NT 

Lent 2023 

Wesleyan Chapel UMC 

A  We esd  – (Wednesday, Feb. 22) 

Kick off the season of Lent with worship and the Imposition of Ashes. The service will be in the Sanctuary at 
6:45 p.m. and will last only 30-40 minutes.  There will be a special message for children, to help them 
understand Lent (and a little gift!). 

F rs  S nd   L n  - (Sunday, Feb. 26).  Communion will not be held on the first Sunday 
of February but rather will begin on Feb. 26 and be celebrated every Sunday throughout Lent.   

L n  S u e  
A new Men’s Lenten Study on The Way by Adam Hamilton will begin on March 1. Join Pastor Rick France 
at 9:30 a.m. each Wednesday in the Choir Room or Eric Walker at 7:00 p.m. in the Lee Hall Conference Room.   

A Lenten Study on the Holy Spirit will be presented by Rev. David Goehring on Tuesdays at 10:00am in the 
Sanctuary, beginning March 7 and continuing through April 4.      

More Lent details to come in next month’s Cornerstone as well as on the website, in the Weekly Vine email and 
in Sunday Bulletins.   

Church Council Update 
As was reported in the December Cornerstone, Church 
Council voted on Nov. 27, 2022, to make an inquiry 
about disaffiliation from the UMC.  The opportunity to 
make that inquiry opened at day’s end on January 17, 
and the inquiry was made that evening.  As Church 
Council Chair, I am the primary contact for 
communication that will result from that inquiry.  We 
expect to hear something in early February.   What an 
inquiry means is that we have submitted a form to the 
Annual Conference and in response, they inform us as 
to the amount of money that it would cost for 
Wesleyan Chapel to disaffiliate. Council will meet 

later in February (a tentative date has been set for Feb. 
19 but that is not confirmed at this time).  Council will 
consider all information available, including this cost 
analysis.  We continue to do the research necessary to 
make informed decisions.  If you wish to be more 
informed about this process, please visit nccumc.org/
disaffiliation where you will find a wealth of 
information and process requirements.  If you have 
comments or information to share, feel free to address 
them to me at jayhooks5@rocketmail.com. Peace be 
with you.  
Jennifer Hooks 
Church Council Chair 
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Stephen Ministry 
During this time of year, when the days are short 
and darkness is extended, sometimes we get 
“down.”  If you are feeling discouraged, please 
consider inviting a Stephen Minister to walk 
alongside you. A Stephen Minister is a congregation 
member with gifts for caregiving who has received 
training in providing emotional and spiritual care.  It 
is someone who will “be there” to listen, care, pray, 
support, and encourage.  

We all experience challenges in life and a Stephen 
Minister is equipped to walk beside you in times of: 

· A chronic or terminal illness 
· Loss of a loved one 
· Divorce or separation 
· Loneliness 
· Unemployment 
· And many more 

Stephen Ministry is a confidential Ministry.  The 
identity and what takes place remains private. 

Contact Miriam Shipp (910-777-8063) or Diane 
Croom (910-540-2097) for additional information. 

Pennies for Hunger 
2nd Sunday Each Month 
Next Collection date February 12 
January Collection:  $174.78 
2023 Total:   $174.78 
2022 Total:   $2,628.97 
Pennies for Hunger contributions are used to provide 
donations to a variety of ministries/organizations that 
provide food to those who are experiencing food 
insecurity.  Our next collection date is February 12.  In 
addition to pennies, we accept any coins, paper money 
including checks and even online contributions. There 
are 4 ways you can contribute:    
· If worshiping in person, you may place your donation 

in a pennies basket located at each exit  
· Mail in your contribution 
· Make a donation through on line giving using fund 

Pennies for Hunger 
· Drop your pennies by the church office 
In 2023 we contributed $2,800.00 to the following 7 
ministries/organizations: 
 Mother Hubbard Cupboard   $400.00 
 Four C's Food Pantry    $400.00 
 Rise Against Hunger    $400.00 
 Pender County Meals on Wheels $400.00 
 CHAP Thanksgiving Food   $400.00 
 Food Bank of Eastern NC   $400.00 
 Share the Table Food Pantry   $400.00 
Pennies Fact: On average the penny can circulate for 
25 years.  After that it becomes to worn to be used.  
However, consider that the dollar only lasts about 18 
months and comparatively speaking the penny has quite 
a lifespan. 

Sweetheart  
Dinner 

Mark your calendars for the UMM’s 
2023 Sweetheart Dinner 

On February 18 in Lee Hall 
Details to come; keep an eye  

on announcements in the 
bulletin, Wesleyan Weekly  

and on the website.  
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Children's Church  

Children (K through 5th grade) are 
encouraged to start worship with their family 
members at the 11am service in the 
sanctuary.  At the passing of the peace time, 
children leave with the children's church 
leader (Ms. Karen) and helper(s) for the day.  
In the chapel, the children go through the 
order of worship as in “big church” but with 
explanations plus age-appropriate and kid-
friendly ways to enjoy a worship service.  

Our “chimes” are three dings on a bell before 
the prelude of quiet music gets everyone 
calm for worship.  A praise song needs 
rhythm instruments, of course.  The offering 
plate does not receive money, but rather 
offerings of happiness, helpfulness, and 
thoughtfulness given by each child as the 
plate is passed.  Using a children's Bible with 
pictures, the “sermon” is read and follows the 
scripture used that Sunday in the big church.  
Eventually, we will learn responses, prayers, 
and together write affirmations of what we 
believe. We end with three more “chimes” 
after a benediction reminding us of the day's 
sermon/story. 
This worship experience is meant to be a 
worthwhile time for those who attend.  There 
is still room for more children to join us any 
or every Sunday for Children's Church.  Once 
the sanctuary worship is complete, parents 
pick up their children in the chapel.    
Thank you to helpers Jordan Corbett, Jay 
Reynolds,  Scott Wrede, and Chris Wrede  
who have helped get Children's Church going 
in January.  Other volunteers can sign up by 
contacting  Ms. Jamie or Ms. Karen for a 
Sunday or two.    

Confirmation Class of 
2023 
February 12- April 30, 9:45-10:45 upstairs in Lee 
Hall. May 7 will be Confirmation Sunday. 
Confirmation is the personal 
affirmation of faith that a young 
person makes and commitment to 
following in the way of Jesus 
Christ. The twelve-week class is 
intended to guide the youth in this 
process as they learn about God, 
the scriptures, and the Christian faith, in the 
Wesleyan tradition. Students will be guided by 
parents, mentors, as well as the Pastors in this 
program. 
Confirmation typically happens in a student’s 6th 
grade year, however if you are older (7th-12th grade) 
you can still participate in Confirmation. Register 
using the QR code or from the link on our website. 
For more information, contact Pastor Rick 330-720-
0675 or rickmfrance@gmail.com 

Ministry Item of the Month 

For the month of February we are collecting new 
books for Give 5—Read 5 for Pender county second 
graders. You may purchase approved books through 
Jamie Wrede– by following the QR code (or the link 
on the news page of our website). You may also 
make a monetary donation or shop 
for the following approved books: 
Henry and Mudge Books   

National Geographic Kids Level 2 

I Can Read! Levels 1 and Level 2 

King & Kayla series 

The Puppy Place by Ellen Miles  

Ready, Freddy!  2nd Grade  

Flat Stanley Books      

Fly Guy Presents  Level Two  

Black Lagoon Adventures   

Ready*To*Read Level 2 

The Magic School Bus                

The Bailey School Kids 
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As a service project for February, the 
youth will be collecting lap sized fleece 
blankets for children at the Carousel 
Center in Wilmington. Please donate if you 
can!  Drop off box will be available or you 
can give to any of the MYF members. 
Thank you!  

February Youth Schedule 
Feb 5- 5-6-30 Lee Hall 

Feb 12 -Valentines outing TBD 
Feb 19- 5-630 Lee Hall 
Feb 26- 5-630 Lee Hall  

MYF 
 

Please contact Lou Reynolds with any 
questions at lreynolds2@ec.rr.com. 

The youth had a blast at their visit to 
Flip-n-Fly in January!  
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Dave Ramsey– Financial Peace University 
Coming to WCUMC Feb 23– April 27 at 7pm 
The Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University (FPU) classes will run for 9 weeks with April 6 being skipped due to 
Easter week. Classes will be held in Lee Hall and members of the United Methodist Men group will provide support. 
The FPU classes have been offered around the USA and World for over 25 years and have helped over 1,500,000 
Families find financial peace. This world just wants you to buy, buy, buy on credit with out concern for the emotional 
and financial stress that it places on individuals and families. How many marriages have failed, or personal 
bankruptcies have happened because of this. 
The Dave Ramsey FPU program provides proven life changing lessons on how everyone should control their money 
rather than it controlling them and FPU is all based on biblical Christian principles. Attendees will learn how to pay off 
debt fast, save more money, and build lasting wealth.  
The classes are open to individuals, but entire Families are encouraged to attend. We are encouraging all members of 
Wesleyan to consider attending and to reach out to your Family, neighbors, and friends to encourage them to attend 
these classes. Bring your teenagers or older children. Husbands and wives are encouraged to attend together if possible. 
Everyone should take control of your money with Financial Peace University! This nine-week class uses biblical 
wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off debt, build wealth and make your money work for 
you! 
See the links on our website’s news page for more info.  
The cost of the 9 week class and one year access to the Ramsey 
FPU advice and help on line is $70 per family. It is ok to bring 
everyone in the Family for this one price. One hard bound text 

workbook is provided and the one-year access to 
all of the FPU materials on line.  
Please register using the QR code or the link 
on our website.  
Contact Bill Pearson for more information or if 
you would like to help. 
Bill.pearson@comarkinc.com, 224-659-0677 

 

Chili to Go! 
by Grace Circle  

February 12    
$10.00/quart  

Pick up begins after 8:30 service 

Place your pre-order by Feb 4 

P     QR         

I        G  C ’    ! 
S     ! C   $10  .   2 

  . M        
   8:30   S , F  12.  
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JOY Group 
Just Older Youth 
Looking for an opportunity for some 
fun and fellowship?  Join us for JOY 
group on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 10:00 in Lee Hall.  Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 21st. After a short devotional, we 
will be playing a variety of games and will end our time 
in fellowship over lunch at church. 

LIFT 
Ladies in Fellowship Together   
Come join us on Sunday, February 5th for a movie 
right after church upstairs in the youth room, pizza will 
be provided.  We will be watching I Still 
Believe.  Also, join us for our monthly bible study on 
February 13 at 7pm upstairs in Lee Hall.  

Scrapbook/Craft Day  
Our next scrapbooking/craft day will be March 4th in 
Lee Hall.  Bring your projects and join us as we just 
work on our stuff together in fellowship.  

Our New Normal 
Our New Normal met at Dave and Hilda Merrill's 
house in January for a lovely luncheon. Thank you 
Hilda and Dave.  
There were eight present for fellowship and 
devotions. Lots of interactions! We encourage each 
other in our new walk in life. We pray for those who 
have lost a spouse to join our group. Our next 
meeting will be on February 20 at 10am in the 
conference room.  
Gladys Booz 

New Group for Parents  
Parents with children in K5 Alive and MYF started a 
group to explore options and develop a space where 
they can discuss Jesus’ teachings and how they apply to 
parenting and the world today.  The first group 
discussions will focus on questions that Jesus asks and 
the difficult sayings of Jesus.  This group is not 
exclusive to parents, and there is not a requirement that 
children attend K5 Alive or MYF.  Class is Sundays at 
9:45 in Room 2 Lee Hall.  Please consider attending if 
you’re looking for something new and are interested in 
being a part of an adult class.   

Lydia Abbey Craft Circle 
The Craft Circle began its new year with an attendance of 22 ladies who excitedly greeted one another back and 
welcomed some new faces.  The meeting was started by reviewing last year’s Bazaar and discussing what worked and 
what didn’t.  The round table discussion continued with new ideas and ways to make the “Big Day” go smoother. 

Following lunch, a Show and Tell of new projects and ideas was presented and set up in the Church’s Sanctuary for 
everyone to preview and vote on new Craft Projects and some repeat ones for Bazaar ’23.   

Thank you for your continued support in providing us necessary and needed supplies for our crafting projects.  These 
items may be left on the back right hand pews of the Chapel.   

Currently, we are in need of costume jewelry, new or old, painted, or in gold or silver tones. This includes necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, pins and brooches, and watches.  No worry if the pieces are broken, they will still serve our purpose.  
Also needed are weathered wood fencing pickets.  If you have any or know of where some may be picked up, please 
contact Beth Sanders or Shirley Marie Millis.   

There will be discussion and voting for the dispersal of monies from last year’s Bazaar at February’s Circle meeting.  If 
you have requests for financial aid for local mission related projects, please submit, in writing, to Beth Sanders by 
February 3.  The next scheduled Craft sessions will be Wednesday, February 8 and Thursday, February 9 in the Chapel 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Come and join us for an hour or two or the entire day.  Bring a bagged lunch as we gather for 
a few minutes of business and the rest of the lunch hour for fellowship with each other.   

Table Fellowship 

Breakfast will be served every Sunday in February 
from 9:15 to 11:15. Volunteers are still needed to help 
with prep, serving, and clean-up. If you would like to 
help, contact the church office: 
churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org 
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Good Sam House 

 Pennies Counters: 
 
 
 

Mary Fanady 
Beth Sanders 
 
 
 

F
riday 

Feb 3 Jan Kinney 

Gretchen Simmons 

Joyce Spears 

Feb 10 Jan Kinney 

Ruby Reavis 

Caroline McKinley 

Feb 17 Jan Kinney 

Caroline McKinley  

Linda Riggins 

Feb 24 Jan Kinney 

Gladys Booz 

Faye Lancaster 

Feb 31 Jan Kinney 

Jackie Morris 

TBA 

S
aturday 

Feb 4 AM-   Jack Morgan 
          Crystal Roman  
PM -  Judy Howard  
         Pat Flowers 
       Jan S.- Open & Close 

Feb 11 AM-  Sara Waters 
         Marie Miller 
PM – Barbara Halpern 
Beth – Open & Close 

Feb 18 AM-  Carole Jacobsen 
         Woody Page 
PM Judy Carter 
       Shirley Marie Millis  
Beth – Open & Close 

Feb 25 AM-  Connie Flores 
         Barbara Stapleton 
PM-  Barbara Stapleton  
          & Vickie      

February Servants 


