
   

 

WESLEYAN CHAPEL UMC  |  WILMINGTON, NC  |  2022 

CornersTone 
June 

June 5– Summer Service 
Time Change 

June 6– UMM Meeting 

June 7– SPRC Meeting 

June 8 & 9– Lydia Abbey 
Craft Circle 

June 9– Grace Circle 

June 12– Pennies for 
Hunger 

June 13– L.I.F.T. 

June 19– Father’s Day 

June 20-24– Vacation Bible 
School 

June 26– Farewell Lunch 
for Pastor Josh 

Church Events Welcome Rick France! 
This month we welcome Rick France as our assistant pastor.  

Rick and his wife, Karen, moved to the Wilmington area two years 
ago to be helpful in caring for their newly born granddaughter 
Lilly, who is now 18mo. 

Rick is a retiree with 45 years of experience working in the school 
community and the church. He served as pastor for Tod Ave. 
UMC in Warren Ohio for nearly 5 years before relocating. Outside 
of his family, the church youth group 
was the greatest influence on what 
direction his life would take. In 
gratitude for what God and the people 
of God have given to him, he desires 
to be of further use in advancing the 
Kingdom of God.  

They are both excited to be a part of 
the Wesleyan Chapel faith 
community and look forward to 
getting to know everyone. 

Please introduce yourself to Rick and 
Karen as you see them around 
campus. We are grateful to have them 
with us! 
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The Vine is Growing... 
On Sunday, May 22, 2022 at the 9:45 service, we 
welcomed two new families during their children’s 
confirmation.  
Mark & Julie Ledermann and  
Bradley & Jade Sewell join by profession of faith.  
We welcomed our confirmands:  

Juliana Benson (baptism)  Sean Benson 
Addisyn Dwyer (baptism)  Olivia DeMarco 
Avery Ledermann    Sydney Ledermann 
Ben Reynolds     Conley Sewell 

     Welcome, all! 

Prayers for God’s People 
Homebound or in nursing homes: Ora Lee Simmons, David Skipper, Dot Chalmers, Durwood Page (receiving 
care from a home nurse), Virginia Perpall (hospice care) 

Health or other concerns, upcoming operations or hospitalizations: Durham Family (Don Sr. & Jr., & Judy), 
Jerry Campbell (Jamie Wrede’s father), James & Pam Perry, Julie Wisecup, Donna Updegrove, Phyllis Miller, 
Dianne & Harold Lee, Tommy & Anne Johnson (Debbie Jones’s parents), Annis Weir, Phyllis Leitch’s daughter- 
Jackie, Larry & Hattie Teachey, Carolyn Pinckney’s sister- Libby, Millie Larson, Floyd Greene (friend of Judy & 
Tommy Carter; pancreatic cancer), Judy & Tommy Carter, Robert and Phyllis Miller (Melissa Stillwell’s parents), 
Virginia Wszalek, Ken Barnes, Carol Olds Peterson, Eddie Campbell (recovering from back surgery), Rose 
Matthews, Galen Harris (back surgery), Doris Davis (Dexter Johnson’s sister), Nona Rogers, Sara Scalzo (Mary 
Fanady), Deloris McGwier, Robert Pope (Carolyn Pinckney’s son), Dana Wilson (brain tumor removed; relative of 
Gladys Sumner)  

Families who have recently lost loved ones: We extend love and condolences to the family of Kristy Hardy 
whose daughter-in-law, Caroline Beasley, passed away with the baby girl she carried, Rylan, on the day she was to 
be married, May 8, 2022.  

Beloved church member, Doris Edens, passed away on Saturday, May 21, 2022. Doris joined Wesleyan Chapel 
with her late husband, Jimmy, in 1963. We extend our Christian love and sympathy to all of her friends and family. 

Armed forces, civil servants, and first responders: Matt Baer, Ray Metcalf, Ryan Boyette, Cade Manint  

Onslow, Pender, and New Hanover County Schools: Students, teachers & administrators  

You may submit a prayer request by emailing the church office at churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org OR by calling 
the church office at 910-686-4041. Please notify the church when prayers have been answered so the list may be 
updated.  

A Note of Thanks.... 
Bob and Virginia Wszalek would like to thank 
everyone for all the prayers, food, and visits. 
Everyone has been very caring to Virginia. They 
are very thankful for this church family.   

14 Kerri Dillion 
15 Tess Reavis 
16 Caroline Huffman 
18 Brian Lee 
19 Doug Pa erson 
20 Gail Landon 
20 Katelyn Lucera 
21 Ray Metcalf 
21 Beth Metcalf 
23 Larry Thomas 

23 Drew Harris 
25 Amanda Hamra 
26 Susan Gamble 
26 Blake Nelson 
27 Ginny Robinson 
28 Jakob Pearsall 
29 Tom Morgan 
29 Conrad Pope 
30 Gretchen Simmons 
30 Brad Updegrove 

1 Galen & Lynda Harris 
1 Ken & Joan Jolly 
2 Mike & Gail Landon 
2 Gilbert & Kelly Ca no 
3 William & Carol Haycra  
5 Harvey & Marsha Holland 
6 Clip & Debbie Davis 
6 Bill & Kaye Applewhite 

2 Caraline Wright 
3 Vincent Ca no 
3 Riley Wagner 
6 Judy Carter 
6 Michele Melin 
6 Jamie Huene 

10 Kathryn Upton 
10 Steve West 
11 Jerome Pinckney 
13 Jim Wolle 

8 Andy & Jen Groves 
9 Donald & Judy Durham 

12 Harold & Dianne Lee 
14 Sco  & Erin Troutman 
16 Jeff & Barbara Cavenaugh 
16 Jay & Jackie Melind 
25 Raeford & Liz Brown 
27 Dickie & Joyce Spears 
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Service Time Change Info 
A called meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, April 25 for the purpose of reviewing the results of the 
recent congregational survey. The survey sought the opinions of church members and constituents on two 
subjects: worship style and times and LGBTQ issues and the Church. The response rate was excellent with a total of 210 
respondents. The full survey results are posted on the bulletin board in the Sanctuary and in our May Cornerstone.  

After a presentation of the survey results, Church Council discussed worship. The idea to combine two 
traditional services into one was put forth by multiple people at the first State of the Church event on March 13, and 
Church leadership felt it should be addressed in a survey. Reasons given were for greater unity (still many empty pews 
since Covid) and also to maximize volunteerism for the music ministry. In the survey, 85% of respondents who attend 
both traditional services said they would attend if traditional worship was held at 9:45. Likewise, 81% of those who 
regularly attend the contemporary service said they would attend if it was moved to 11:00. Following this survey, a 
survey was given to parents of children who attend Sunday School. A large majority of respondents (80%) indicated 
their preference was for Contemporary Worship and that they would prefer their children be in Sunday School while 
they are in worship. Of those who said they were interested in breakfast, there was complete support for an extra window 
of time (15 minutes) to encourage breakfast participation. 

Given the totality of feedback, Church Council voted unanimously in favor of what they deemed as a “summer 
experiment” for worship. Beginning June 5 (Pentecost Sunday), one traditional service will be held at 9:30 a.m., 
Sunday School will be at 10:45, and Contemporary Worship will be held at 11:00. Church Council will re-visit this 
issue at the end of the summer to make decisions going forward for fall. 

Thank you to all who have participated in recent surveys on which Church Council’s decision was based. 

VBS Monday-Friday, June 20-24 
from 9am to noon 

Looking for Volunteers 

Contact Tasha Ecklund  
(770) 862-2311 

or loveldabears@gmail.com 

Children's Sunday School is changing times 
starting June 5. We will meet at 10:45am 
to 12pm with all ages together upstairs. We 
are looking for volunteers for Children's 
Sunday School and Nursery. Please contact 
Tasha Ecklund                (770) 862-2311 
or loveldabears@gmail.com 

Breakfast @ 10:15-11:15 
Served every Sunday in Summer 

Keep an eye on the Weekly Vine emails and bulletins to 
find out which Sundays will offer a full hot breakfast and 

which will be a light breakfast snack.  
Special Dates: 

June 26– Potluck Lunch/Farewell for Josh 
July 31– 5th Sunday Potluck Lunch 

August 21– Back to School Pancake Breakfast  

Worship Times 
Beginning June 5 

Traditional @ 9:30 
Contemporary @ 11:00 

. 
Sunday School @ 10:45 
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Lydia Abbey Craft Circle 
Thank you for your donations of Attic Treasures for 
Bazaar 2022.  You may continue to drop off gently used 
household items, books, toys, games, and puzzles on 
Sunday, June 5 through Tuesday, June 7, prior to our 
next scheduled Crafting sessions.  Stop in and join us 
Wednesday, June 8 or Thursday, June 9, anytime from 
9:00 to 3:00 in the Chapel.  We welcome new faces for 
fellowship, fun, and crafting!  

 
Cinco de Mayo was a good day 
for the UMM this year.  22 of us 
met in Lee Hall to break bread, 
fellowship, and worship together. 

We enjoyed an outstanding meal prepared by Jerome P. 
and Ted C. followed by project updates and planning. 
Tom Spencer gave a moving testimony of his Christian 
journey from Vietnam to the present – a wonderful 
sharing experience. Rick France signed on as our new 
‘Chaplain’ and we are glad to have him on board. We 
discussed some upcoming fundraisers and projects that 
will keep us busy for the summer months. We have lots 
to do and invite all the men of the church to join us in 
service to our church family and the surrounding 
community. Please join us for the June meeting on 
Monday, June 6 when our guest speaker will be the 
sheriff of Pender County or his representative.  

Committees 2023 
It is already time to seek servants for committee roles 
for 2023.  We will have openings in all of our 
committees: Church Council, Nominations & 
Leadership Development, Trustees, Staff-Parish 
Relations, Endowment, and more. There are also 
opportunities to serve with  youth, children, worship, 
outreach, hospitality, and discipleship.  
No experience is needed for the positions. Prayerfully 
consider taking your church involvement to the next 
level. Our committees make decisions that directly 
impact the ministry of Wesleyan Chapel and mission in 
our community. 
If you have a desire to serve in any capacity, or would 
like more details, please contact the church office.   

JOY Group 
Just Older Youth 
Joy group will not be meeting in 
June due to a scheduling conflict and 
everyone’s summer schedules. 
Our next gathering will be July 19 at 10:00 in Lee Hall.  
We will all be playing Bunco this month and will 
continue our fellowship over a meal at a restaurant. 

Buddy Backpacks 
Church translated in the English Bible is ekklesia from the 
Greek word kaleo (to call) and the prefix ek (out). It means 
"the called out ones" or assembly of those called to come 
together into the body of Christ. One interpretation is that 
the church members constitute the physical representation 
of Christ on earth.  It is a definition I like because it calls 
us to be Christ-like in our actions. One of the many ways 
Wesleyan Chapel does this is through its ministry to the 
hungry. 

This year the backpack ministry started out with 100 
students at Cape Fear and 7 at Topsail. By year’s end that 
numbered dwindled to 65 at Cape Fear with six of those 
families needing additional help and 1 at Topsail. For the 
Topsail family (s) and the 6 Cape Fear families we packed 
enough non-perishable goods to feed a family of 4 for the 
weekend. For the other Cape Fear students, we packed 
enough food to feed the student for the weekend plus a few 
additional snacks and canned items that could supplement 
their family’s meals. In all, that added up to 13,702 meals 

over the school year. In addition we were able to 
coordinate with the Food Bank to provide a box of fresh 
produce for those families requesting it at Easter time. And 
at Christmas we were able to once again give each of our 
families a gift certificate to Food Lion as well as a 
Christmas stocking filled with goodies to each student.  

None of this would be possible without your generous 
help: all our incredible volunteers who shop and pack and 
deliver to each of the schools and to those of you who 
support us faithfully through your prayers and your 
financial and donated gifts. The children and their families 
and the schools thank you. For the schools, you make it 
possible for them to do their job to educate. For the 
children, you make it possible for them to go school and 
not be hungry. For the parents, you are the lifeline that 
makes it possible for their children to smile and to 
succeed. Thank you for being ‘the ekklesia,’ those who 
live and give of themselves as one community in the 
service of Jesus. 
-Vicki Thompson 
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Human Sexuality  
in the Bible  

A few folks have inquired with me about studying the 
Scriptures that address human sexuality in the 
Bible.  This will be a challenging Bible study, but one 
that new Assistant Pastor Rick France and I are 
willing to undertake.  We also are hoping to enlist the 
help of a theological scholar who is retired and lives 
nearby.  Before we begin the work of preparing for 
such a study, we would like to know how much 
interest there is in participating.  We would need to 
have enough participants to enable good 
discussion.  If we do this study, we anticipate it 
beginning in the fall.  If you are interested in such a 
study, please email or call the church office to sign 
up.  Once everyone has signed up and we see that we 
have enough participation, then we will establish a 
schedule that is suitable to all.  We need to hear from 
you by June 15 please.  Email 
churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org or call 910-686-
4041.   
Peace, 

Pastor Susanne 

Ministry Item of the Month 

WOW! Since we started our Ministry Item of the Month 
ministry in January, you've filled every single one of our 
donation bins throughout the church--EVERY MONTH! 
On behalf of the charities and non-profits we've supported, 
thank you. Because of you, we are easing suffering in our 
community through Christian love and generosity. 

This month we will be supporting the Paws4People 
Foundation. Paws4People has more than 400 highly 
trained Assistance Dogs, Facility Dogs, and Emotional 
Support Dogs in areas such as mobility and psychiatric 
service, educational and 
rehabilitative assistance, and 
social therapy. Together, these 
Dogs have made more than 
1,000,000 therapeutic 
contacts. 

Their Paws4Vets Assistance Dog Placement Program 
places Medical Alert Assistance Dogs-Psychiatric, 
Mobility Assistance Dogs ,and Emotional Support Dogs 
with Veterans, Service Members, and military dependents 
living with physical, neurological, psychiatric, or 
emotional disabilities. 

We will be collecting leashes and collars as our ministry 
item of the month for June. Please drop off your donations 
in the bins in the sanctuary and Lee Hall.  

 Pennies for Hunger 
2nd Sunday Each Month 
Next Collection date June 12 
May Collection:  $108.14 
2022 Total:   $914.84 
We are currently down by about two 
hundred dollars from where we were 
last year, but we have a lot of time to 
make up this difference in order to 
maintain our same level of giving as 
last year. 
So far this year we have contributed: 
$400.00 to Mother Hubbard Cupboard (Wilmington) 
$400.00 to 4 C’s Food Pantry (Hampstead) 
$400.00 to Pender Meals on Wheels 
Our next collection date is June 12.  There are four 
ways you can contribute: 

· If worshiping in person, you may place your 
donation in a pennies basket located at each exit 

· Mail in your contribution 

· Make a donation through online giving using fund 
Pennies for Hunger 

· Drop your pennies by the church office 

Thank you to our United 
Methodist Men for 
adding the decals to our 
ERT trailer! 
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Good Sam House 

May Pennies Counters: 
 

 

Visitor Gift Bags: 

Kitty Brunjes & 
Beth Sanders 
 
Mary Elizabeth 
Freeman 

F
riday 

June 3 Jan Kinney, Gretchen Simmons, 
Linda Riggins 

June 10 Jan Kinney, Ruby Reavis, Caroline 
McKinley 

June 17 Jan Kinney, Liz Brown, Joyce 
Spears 

June 24 Jan Kinney, Gladys Booz, Faye  
Lancaster 

S
aturday 

June 4 AM- Jack Morgan, Jackie Morris; 
PM - Barbara Stapleton, Judy 
Howard; both– Jan  

June 11 AM– Sara Waters, Brenda Rhyne; 
both– Beth Sanders 

June 18 AM– Connie Flores, Woody Page; 
PM– Barbara Halpern, Lana 
Romano; both– Beth 

June 25 AM– Pat Flowers, Lee Pelon; PM– 
Judy Carter, Shirley Marie Millis; 
both– Sara 

SPRC at Work for YOU! 
As recommended at our church summit on 
March 13, 2022, the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee (SPRC) is meeting regularly to make 
sure our staffing needs are met and adequate for our 
church at this time.  There have been many changes 
at the church over the past couple of years, and we 
are striving to keep up with those changes.  Based on 
some of the comments from the follow-up Church 
Summit on April 3, we will be meeting with each 
staff member to make sure the job descriptions are 
correct and make any necessary changes in 
consideration of the future.  When Pastor Josh leaves 
in June, we are ensuring there will be no gaps 
between what he is currently doing by having Rick 
France join the staff as Interim Assistant Pastor.  In 
this part time position, Rick will be especially 
focusing on Congregational Care and will be 
a frequent leader in worship.  The SPRC always 
welcomes feedback from the congregation regarding 
any staff issues; compliments or concerns. Our staff 
members here at WCUMC work very hard and we 
support their efforts! 

Congratulations to the 
2022 Confirmands of 
Wesleyan Chapel UMC 

Ben Reynolds, Sean Benson, 
Addisyn Dwyer, Sydney 

Ledermann, Conley Sewell, Avery 
Ledermann, Juliana Benson,  

and Olivia DeMarco 

Farewell Luncheon 
Join us in celebrating the time Pastor Josh has spent with us 
and to bid him adieu. We will have a potluck luncheon at noon 
on June 26, 2022 in Lee Hall. Please bring a side or dessert to 
share. Meat will be provided.  

If you would like to make a love offering to Josh to thank him 
and wish him well, you may do so by making a donation 
indicating “love offering” or “Josh” by the end of the month. 
You can do this online, by mailing a check to the church 
office, or by making an offering during worship service.  

Facility Use Policy 
Have you seen our latest Facility Use Policy adopted by our 
Board of Trustees? It lays out the policy for using our campus 
facilities for both our members and outside groups. The policy 
can be found on our website on the “Resources” page under 
the “About” tab. You can also find our Wedding Policy and 
Funeral policy on the resources page. If you would like to be 
sent a copy of any of these, just contact the church office.  

 


