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Survey Says...
Two hundred and ten persons (210) responded to Wesleyan Chapel’s recent
survey, which invited folks to share opinions on (1) worship styles and times, and
(2) LGBTQ issues under consideration by the UMC.
Regarding worship times, the idea to combine two traditional services into one
was put forth by multiple people at the first State of the Church event on March
13. Reasons given were for greater unity (many pews still remain empty since reopening after Covid) and also to maximize volunteerism for the music ministry.
Please note that percentages are rounded (up or down) to the nearest whole
number unless the answer was a half (.5). For example, 27.8 percent would be
rounded to 28% whereas 27.2% would be rounded to 27%.

Worship Styles and Times
More than three-fourths (77%) of persons answering the survey indicated a
preference of traditional-style worship. 35% said they most often attend at 8:30,
while 43% attend at 11:00. 23% of respondents prefer contemporary worship and
attend at 9:45.
Of those who currently attend the 8:30 service, a little over half said they would
be willing to move to 11:00 (58%). However, 83% said they would attend if
traditional service was held at 9:45.
Of those who currently attend the 11:00 service, more than half said they would
not be willing to attend at 8:30 (60%). However, 85.5% said they would attend if
traditional service was held at 9:45.
Of those who currently attend the 9:45 contemporary service, about half (51%)
said they would attend if contemporary was moved to 8:30, but moving to 11:00
gained more than 81% approval.
Regarding Sunday School, more than three-quarters of people said it did not
matter what time Sunday School was held.
Conclusively, the vast majority of traditional worshippers would agree to one
service at 9:45 (84.5% collectively) while contemporary worshippers would agree
to move to 11:00 (81%).
Vine email.
Continued on page 3...

Church Events
May 2– UMM Meeting
May 5– Nat’l Day of Prayer
May 8– Mother’s Day
Photo Booth
May 8– Breakfast
May 9– L.I.F.T
May 10– JOY Group

May 11 & 12– Lydia Abbey
May 14– Scrapbooking
May 17– Election Day
May 22– Confirmation
Sunday
May 22– Breakfast
May 22– Youth Cookout
May 29– 5th Sunday Lunch

Prayers for God’s People
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Be y Griggs
Terry Baxley
Thom Hoagland
Madison Stein
Leah Jost
Jennifer Pa erson
Judy Durham
Michelle Pearsall
Jimmy Schiﬀ
Margaret Arnone
Bryson Boye e
Jim Thorn
Jack DiSarno
Debbie Davis
Jo Rush
Gladys Sumner
Jean Watson
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Chuck Boye e
Caroline Lambert
Hector Flores
Hayden Rogerson
Avery Ledermann
Mike Landon
Will Ballard
Linda DeMo
Jeﬀ Cavenaugh
Betsy Thomas
Mina Pelon
Steve Beuth
Joyce Richards
Shelly Stein
Karolyn Harris
David Herring

Doug & Christy Dameron
Larry & Cathy Bailey
Doug & Shelly Stein
Levi Jost & Jennifer Lozano
Jim & Sue Wolle
Josh & Amanda Hamra
Ginger & Ashley Bunn
Chris & Lou Reynolds
Tommy & Judy Carter

Homebound or in nursing homes: Ora Lee Simmons,
David Skipper, Dot Chalmers, Durwood Page (receiving
care from a home nurse), Virginia Perpall (hospice
care)
Health or other concerns, upcoming operations or
hospitalizations: Durham Family (Don Sr. & Jr., &
Judy), Jerry Campbell (Jamie Wrede’s father), James &
Pam Perry, Julie Wisecup, Donna Updegrove, Phyllis
Miller, Dianne & Harold Lee, Tommy & Anne Johnson
(Debbie Jones’s parents), Annis Weir, Phyllis Leitch’s
daughter- Jackie, Larry & Hattie Teachey, Carolyn
Pinckney’s sister- Libby, Millie Larson, Floyd Greene
(friend of Judy & Tommy Carter; pancreatic cancer),
Robert and Phyllis Miller (Melissa Stillwell’s parents),
Virginia Wszalek, Ken Barnes, Carol Olds Peterson,
Eddie Campbell (recovering from back surgery), Rose
Matthews, Galen Harris ( back surgery), Doris Davis
(Dexter Johnson’s sister), Nona Rogers, Doris Edens,
Sara Scalzo (Mary Fanady), Galen Harris (back
surgery), Deloris McGwier
Families who have recently lost loved ones: We
mourn the loss of Jabe Hardee who passed away on
April 2, 2022. We lift up Shirley and their loved ones in
prayer.
Armed forces, civil servants, and first responders:
Matt Baer, Ray Metcalf, Ryan Boyette, Cade Manint
Onslow, Pender, and New Hanover County Schools:
Students, teachers & administrators
You may submit a prayer request by emailing the
church office at churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org OR
by calling the church office at 910-686-4041. Please
notify the church when prayers have been answered so
the list may be updated.

Join in the National
Day of Prayer on
Thursday, May 5
Come out to an ecumenical service at the gazebo in
Hampstead Village at noon. Pastor Susanne will have a part
in the service, and our very own accompanist, Greg Gore,
will be providing music.
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...continued from front page
LGBTQ and the Church
Nearly half of survey respondents said they would fully support the involvement of LGBTQ persons at Wesleyan
Chapel (46%). Other responses included attendance only (37%), committee service (30%), leadership positions
(18.5%). Only 7% said they would support LGBTQ persons as clergy. 8% said they would not support LGBTQ
involvement at all.
A little less than one-fourth of respondents (23.5%) are in favor of the UMC allowing same sex marriage while
nearly half are opposed (48%). The remainder answered, “doesn’t matter to me” (28%).
If the UMC does allow same sex marriage, 29% believe that Wesleyan Chapel should allow it, but 49% said no. 22%
said “doesn’t matter to me.”
If the UMC allows same sex marriage (regardless of whether Wesley Chapel would allow it), 22% said they would
leave the church, 22% said they did not know if they would leave and 57% said they would stay.
If Wesleyan Chapel were to allow same sex marriage, 30% said they would leave, 20% said they were undecided and
50% said they would stay. If the UMC (and Wesleyan Chapel) does not allow same sex marriage, 8-9% said they
would leave, and 20 percent are undecided.
Regarding receiving a pastor in the future who identifies as LGBTQ, 37% said they would leave the church, 42% said
they would stay and 21% answered “not sure.”
Finally, survey takers were asked to identify themselves in one of four categories. Results are as follows:
Progressive Non-Compatibilist (7%), Progressive Compatibilist (31%), Traditional Compatibilist (47%) and Traditional
Non-Compatibilist (15%).
Conclusively, Wesleyan Chapel is divided on this issue, but leans more conservatively. Well over three-quarters of
those answering the survey self-identified as compatible with others who do not share their views (both progressive and
traditional). While it is likely that some people may leave Wesleyan Chapel over the issue of human sexuality
(progressive and/or traditional), the vast majority of Wesleyan Chapel folks wish to remain Wesleyan Chapel folks.
Thank you to all who have given their voice to these important subjects. Church Council and any other pertinent church
committees will be discussing these results. If any updates occur, they will be reported in the Weekly Vine email.

VBS MEETING
Sunday, May 15
12 pm Lee Hall
VBS Monday-Friday, June 20-24 from 9am to noon
Anyone interested in volunteering with VBS please plan to attend this meeting. We need 60
volunteers to make VBS happen. We are looking for help with:

*Greeters (2) Morning

*craft leaders (3)

*photographers (1-2)

*opening/closing crew (4)

*movie leaders (2)

*Kitchen crew (4-5)

*mission project consultant

*Group leaders (14)

*decorators (lots)

*Game leaders (2-3)

*Nursery helpers (2)

*Storytellers (1-2)

*Music crew (3-4)

*Greeters (2) closing

*tear down (8-10)

Volunteers are 7th grade and up.
Contact Tasha Ecklund: (770) 862-2311 / loveldabears@gmail.com
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JOY Group

Just Older Youth
IMPORTANT DATE CHANGEPlease note that JOY group will be
meeting the second Tuesday on May
10 as Lee Hall will be used for the
elections that will be occurring on the 17th— which
would have been our regular meeting date.
We had a wonderful turnout in April with 20 people
present. We extended our celebration of Easter a little
longer as we all played Easter Bingo with winners
selecting a prize from a number of gifts donated by
participants.
We ended our fellowship time together by sharing a
wonderful meal provided by Dee Dee Egan, Linda
Riggins, and Barbara Stapleton. Thank you ladies, it
was delicious.

Community Outreach

Lydia Abbey

Special Crafting Session –
Costume Jewelry Trees
On May 14th, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, we will
be hosting Ann Boston who will be teaching us
how to make these beautiful Costume Jewelry
Trees.
All supplies will be provided. The Lydia Abbey
Craft Ladies are welcome to register for free to
work on the 8 x 10 trees for the Fall Bazaar. Up to
10 Guests are welcome to register for $10 each,
which covers the cost of the supplies. Our Guests
will be working on 5 x 7 trees, which you will be
able to take home. The first 10 Guests to register
will be able to attend, so please register quickly if
you are interested! You can register in The Living
Vine or by contacting Michelle Pearsall at
mitchpearsall@yahoo.com.
We hope to see you there!

Volunteers are needed for a community outreach project
to invite neighbors to Wesleyan Chapel who are moving
into the areas surrounding the church as we continue
with a “building boom” nearby. Many hands make light
work - will you join this effort?
Email (bill.pearson@comarkinc.com) or call the church
office to sign up.

Finance Update
God has provided and we are so thankful! Because of
several contributions made over and above pledges to
help the Operations Budget, contributions and offerings
have exceeded the 1st quarter budget. This is the first
time this has happened in the last 5 years. Others who
may feel led to make additional contributions are
certainly welcome to do so.
General Fund Giving
YEAR

Budgeted

2022

$671,478.65

Actual

Diﬀerence

First Quarter
2022

$167,869.66 $186,299.09 $18,429.43

May I repeat myself? “We ARE blessed.”
In God’s Love,
Al Howard
Finance Chair
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Attic Treasures
Donations of gently used Attic Treasures may be
left in the Chapel, right-hand back pew, on Sunday,
May 8 through Tuesday, May 10, prior to our next
scheduled Crafting sessions. Stop in and join us
either Wednesday, May 11 or Thursday, May 12
from 9:00 to 3:00.
The Crafting Circle continues with a full house of
ladies working on numerous projects in various
stages. We welcome back long-time member,
Sonya Daniel, along with some new crafters to our
group.

Summer Intern

Hail & Farewell

We will welcome our 2022 Duke
Divinity Student Intern, Katie, at the
end of May.

Next month we will say goodbye to Pastor Josh Hamra.
Josh has been with us for four years and started his
journey here as both the Associate Pastor and Youth
Pastor.
He
eventually
transitioned away from
youth ministry and became
our Minister of Visitation.
He has used his spiritual gift
of preaching and teaching
to lead our Contemporary
Worship service. His gift of
caring has been a blessing to
many of us as we
experienced difficult times.
Josh will be transitioning to
Charlotte, NC to attend
graduate school at UNCC. He will be pursuing a
masters in clinical mental health counseling. Josh plans
to continue working in ministry and building
community through Brazilian Jiu Jitsu.
Join us in celebrating his time with us at noon on June
26, 2022 in Lee Hall for a potluck luncheon.
If you would like to make a love offering to Josh to
thank him and wish him well, you may do so by making
a donation indicating “love offering” or “Josh” by the
end of June. You can do this online, by mailing a check
to the church office, or by making an offering during
worship service.

Katie Distefano is a rising third-year MDiv student at
Duke Divinity School. She grew up in Clayton, NC
and went to UNC Chapel Hill for undergrad where
she double-majored in Dramatic Art and Linguistics
with a minor in Speech and Hearing Sciences.
Though she is a Duke student now, Katie loves the
Tar Heels and is unashamed to walk around Duke's
campus in a Carolina
basketball
jersey.
Katie spent the past
two summers interning
at Camp Don Lee in
Arapahoe, NC, and the
past two academic
years
at
Asbury
United
Methodist
Church in Durham,
NC.
Outside
of
ministry, Katie enjoys theatre, portrait photography,
and spending time at the beach. She is the extrovert
of extroverts and loves spending time with people, so
she cannot wait to meet each and every one of you!
Katie will be residing with Barbara Stapleton for the
summer. We give thanks to Barbara for opening up
her home.

The WCUMM held their regular monthly dinner meeting on April 4 and enjoyed a
wonderful meal and fellowship once again. Nearly 30 men attended and we truly
missed all our brothers who could not join us for various reasons. You will all have
another chance at the next meeting on May 2nd. Just be sure to let Ken Barnes know
you will attend so we can plan how many mealy to cook. We nearly ran out of food
due to walk-ins last time! We netted about $550 on our first “Chicken Bog”. Thank you to all who participated. We
hope you enjoyed eating it as much as we enjoyed the fellowship while preparing it. Stay tuned for more culinary
delights coming your way. Josh Hamra gave us a heartfelt, inspiring presentation about his future calling. We wish
him well as he plows new ground for Christ by executing the great commission. As usual, our business meeting was
short as fellowship and collaboration on future events fills the time. Won’t you plan on attending next month to hear
our surprise guest speaker?
Steve Hall

President
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Pennies for Hunger

2nd Sunday Each Month
Next Collection date May 8th
April Collection: $239.59
2022 Total:
$806.70
I always planned on tracking down the
history of Pennies for Hunger, but the other day it just
fell into my lap. As I was going through a file cabinet
drawer containing old church files, I came across one
labeled Pennies for Hunger and found information on
how it got started. Max Fenson who was the Older
Adult Coordinator and member of Senior Saints, the
predecessor of JOY (Just Older Youth) Group, came up
with the idea of Pennies for Hunger. The first collection
was taken in March of 2000 and raised $275.00. The
first year they raised a total of $1,195.11 which they
split between two ministries. Here we are 22 years
later still collecting pennies and helping ministries that
feed those who are food insecure. Last year we raised
$2,967.62 and contributed to six ministries.
-Beth Sanders
So far this year we have contributed:
$400.00 to Mother Hubbard Cupboard (Wilmington)
$400.00 to 4 C's Food Pantry (Hampstead)
Our next collection date is May 8th. There are 4 ways
you can contribute:
·If worshiping in person, you may place your donation
in a pennies basket located at each exit
·Mail in your contribution
·Make a donation through on line giving using fund
Pennies for Hunger
·Drop your pennies by the church office
Pennies Fact: As copper supplies became vital to
weapons manufacturing during World War II, the U.S.
Mint decided to cast the 1943 penny in zinc-coated
steel. Nicknamed "steelies," these coins caused
confusion because they closely resembled dimes; they
also rusted and deteriorated quickly.

Ministry Item of the Month
Thanks to all who have donated diapers, wipes, and
breakfast cereal for Share the Table. They were very
excited to stock the shelf with these much needed items.
Two trips were required to pick up all of the donations!

Our ministry items for the month of May are sturdy
paper plates and prepackaged utensils for The Feast
Gathering UMC. These items are used for the shared
meals provided for free to those in our community who
are experiencing poverty. You
may place donated items in
the wooden bins in the
sanctuary and Lee Hall.
You may make a monetary
donation to this ministry here:
www.feastgathering.com/donate
Donations directly support the community with
emergency shelter, medication, a mobile shower system,
ID’s, birth certificates, relocation costs, the no-stove
food pantry, and of course—consistent meals cooked
with love.

May Pennies Counters: Linda Riggins & Beth Sanders
Visitor Gift Bags: Janet Scales

May 6

Jan Kinney, Gladys Booz, Lana Romano

Friday

May 13 Jan Kinney, Ruby Reavis, Joyce Spears
May 20 Jan Kinney, Linda Riggins, Faye Lancaster

May 27 Jan Kinney, Caroline McKinley, Gretchen Simmons
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Saturday

Good Sam House

May 7

AM- Jack Morgan, Jackie Morris; PM Carole Jacobsen , Woody Page; both– Jan

May 14 AM– Sara Waters, Brenda Rhyne; both–
Beth Sanders
May 21 AM– Lee Pelon, Barbara Halpern; PM–
Sue Shepard, Judy Howard; both– Beth
May 28 AM– Pat Flowers, Connie Flores; PM–
Judy Carter, Shirley Marie Millis; both–
Beth

