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State of the Church Part 2
April 10

Dear Church Family,
In follow-up to the State of the Church Summit held on March 13, part two will
be held on Sunday, April 10 at 2 p.m.
Some good suggestions came from the first meeting, and they will be shared
with opportunities for leadership and involvement. In order for the suggestions
to gain traction, they will need to be laity driven.
Additionally, the subject matter of the United Methodist Church and the
General Conference which has been postponed until 2024 will be
discussed. Whether you consider yourself a traditionalist, a progressive or a
centrist, I URGE you to attend this discussion. The facts of the status of our
denomination will be shared with opportunity for questions and loving
discussion.
Thanks to all who offered suggestions and comments on notecards at the March
13 Summit. If you wrote on a card and lodged a complaint and did not sign
your name, please reach out to Pastor Susanne, or Pastor Josh or Jane Both (the
chair of SPRC), or Jennifer Hooks (the chair of Church Council) or Steve Beuth
(your lay leader) to have your complaint addressed (Matthew 18:15-22). Any
of us would welcome the opportunity for a loving discussion on your concerns.
This is a tough time for United Methodist Churches everywhere. Covid has
changed so much, and many have not come back to church, there is clearly
division on the subject matter of sexuality and the church. Let us remember
that what we seek is God’s will. Let us remember that only when we rise above
our differences can we truly find the win-win that God has planned for us.
I love you Church, very much, all of you. May the Peace of Christ be with you
in the reading of this message. My door is open to talk (and I have coffee, tea
and hot chocolate in my office!).
In Christian love and peace,
Pastor Susanne

Church Events
April 4– UMM Meeting
April 8– Flashlight Egg
Hunt
April 10– Palm Sunday–
Cantata services
April 10– Congregational
Summit Part 2

April 11– LIFT
April 14– Grace Circle
April 14– Maundy
Thursday
April 15– Good Friday
Prayer
April 17– Easter Sunday
with Sunrise Service
April 19– JOY Group

What a blessing it was to have the K-5 Alive kids lead worship on
March 20! A huge thank you to everyone who made it possible: Gladys
Booz, Kim Corbett, Bethany Cranford, Ted Croom, Larry Cunningham,
Eliana Ecklund, Patrick Ecklund, Tasha Ecklund, Jennifer Gurderian,
Eve Hanna, Cindie Houck, Jennifer Kornegay, Nancy Patterson, Beth
Soles, Melissa Stilwell, Carol Stimits, Shelly Wagner, Chris Wrede,
Jamie Wrede, Jessica Zacharias, and Ron Zacharias.
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Jerome & Carolyn Pinckney
Dave & Hilda Merrill
Jim & Beth Thorn
Bryan & Tania Harrington
Chuck & Melissa Boye e
Mike & Chris McAllister
Eddie & Ellen Gurganious
Ma hew & Lindsay Baer
James & Pam Perry
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Jackie Melind
Kelly Ca no
Maisy McAllister
Ralph Simmons
McKinley Kaefer
Patricia MacLean
Lana Romano
Myles Bridgers
Jen Atkinson
Dr. Michael Priddy
Marianna Hall
Faye Lancaster
Jay Melind
Karen Lowman
Christopher Rice
Ashley Bunn
Mollie Hasinski
Josh Hamra
Dexter Johnson
Eliana Ecklund
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Jessica Zacharias
Annis Weir
Marty Kinney
Wya Johnson
Paul Donaldson
Jennifer Lozano
Leah Wrede
Dennis Loeser
Joyce Spears
Shirley Hardee
Staﬀord Segers
Donna Updegrove
Dickie Spears
Dylan Zacharias
Linda McCall
Sco Wrede
Chasen Persiche
Nancy Hodges
Ralph Reynolds
Robbin Campbell

Prayers for God’s People
Homebound or in nursing homes: Ora Lee Simmons, David Skipper, Dot Chalmers, Durwood Page (receiving
care from a home nurse), Lenny Foster (cousin of Jennifer Patterson in hospice)
Health or other concerns, upcoming operations or hospitalizations: Durham Family (Don Sr. & Jr., & Judy),
Jerry Campbell (Jamie Wrede’s parents), James & Pam Perry, Julie Wisecup, Donna Updegrove, Phyllis Miller,
Jabe Hardee, Dianne & Harold Lee, Tommy & Anne Johnson (Debbie Jones’s parents), Annis Weir, Phyllis Leitch’s
daughter- Jackie, Larry & Hattie Teachey, Carolyn Pinckney’s sister- Libby, Jake Hanna (recovering from back
surgery), Dennis McCall, Millie Larson, Floyd Greene (friend of Judy & Tommy Carter; pancreatic cancer), Robert
and Phyllis Miller (Melissa Stillwell’s parents), Virginia Wszalek
Families who have recently lost loved ones: Christian love and sympathy is extended to: Carl Rogerson on the
loss of his father, Jim; and Amy Barnett on the death of her father, John Anzalone
We mourn the loss of Joan Taylor who was a member of Wesleyan Chapel, with her husband, John, since 2008.
She passed away on March 21, 2022. We lift up John and their loved ones in prayer.
Armed forces, civil servants, and first responders: Matt Baer, Ray Metcalf, Ryan Boyette, Cade Manint
Onslow, Pender, and New Hanover County Schools: Students, teachers & administrators
Praise and Thanksgiving: Phyllis Leitch’s son John is now cancer free. The thoughts and prayers from everyone
were very appreciated.
You may submit a prayer request by emailing the church office at churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org OR by calling the church office at 910686-4041. Please notify the church when prayers have been answered so the list may be updated.
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JOY Group

Just Older Youth
We had a good gathering in March
with 18 people in attendance, and we
had three separate games going. Thank
you to Diane Croom for the devotional this month
which was based on Max Lucado's book, He Chose The
Nails. It was about choices, a gift from God given out of
love for each of us. We ended our time together with 12
of us enjoying a meal at Cape Fear Seafood.
Our next gathering will be Tuesday, April 19 at 10:00 in
Lee Hall. We will be extending our celebration of
Easter a little bit as we will be playing Easter Bingo.
Then we will continue our fellowship over a shared
meal at church. Mark your calendar now so you don't
miss out on the fun and fellowship.

Stephen Ministry

We recently received a note from a Stephen
Ministry care receiver about how her Stephen
Minister touched her life. Her words were so
powerful that we got her permission to share them
with you:

Lydia Abbey

It's that time of year again, folks! Time to clean out
your closets, declutter your attics, and empty your
garages. We are now accepting your gently used
household and decorative items, crafting supplies,
books, toys, puzzles, and selective vintage
pieces. Please make sure items are clean and are in
working condition. No glassware as it does not sell and
we end up having to recycle it.
We are still in need of jewelry, of any kind, even broken
pieces. We also need a few more cupped single oyster
shells, not the flat ones. The upcoming dates to leave
these donations on the back pew of the Chapel, are
Sunday afternoon, April 10 through Tuesday, April 12.
As always, an open invitation is extended to any adult
who may want to join us. Hope to see you on either
Wednesday, April 13 or Thursday, April 14 anytime
from 9:00 to 3:00 in the Chapel.

This is just one example of the much-needed
ministry that Stephen Ministers are providing every
day, all over the world. Through their faithful
service, people are experiencing life-transforming
Christ-centered care during some of the most
difficult times in life.
If you would like to speak to someone
confidentially, please contact Pastor Josh, Miriam
Shipp, or Diane Croom.

FRIDAY, APRIL 8
6 PM TO 8 PM
FOOD
CRAFTS & ACTIVITIES
PHOTO WITH THE
EASTER BUNNY

EGG HUNTS :
Preschool and Under
Kindergarten—2nd
3rd-5th

Don’t forget your ﬂashlight and a basket to collect eggs.
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Lent-Easter at Wesleyan Chapel • Year C • 2022
Theme: Traveling with Jesus: A Lenten Journey
Jesus was on the move throughout his ministry on earth. He didn’t stay in one place very long. His ministry was full of
movement from one place to the next. In this season of Lent, we have been Traveling with Jesus – from the wilderness, to
the cross, to the tomb and finally, joyfully on to the resurrection of Easter. Along the way, we can expect to find ourselves
tried and tempted, yet filled with gratitude and encouraged by love. We can’t skip Lent. We must journey all the way to the
cross, a solemn journey, yet one that fills us with hope along the way.
The Journey to the Cross…
Small Group Studies (weekly during Lent): The Lenten study of the last words of Jesus from the cross
continues. You can join Tuesday morning just by showing up. Participate in an evening studies by emailing a pastor.
Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. with Rev. David Goehring in the Sanctuary.
Tuesday evenings at 7:15 with Pastor Susanne via zoom. Email susanne.priddy@nccumc.org.
Thursday evenings at 7:15 with Pastor Josh via zoom. Email jhamra@nccumc.org to get the zoom link.
Congregational Summit Part 2 (April 10): The follow-up to “The State of the Church” summit held on March
13; everyone is encouraged to attend. April 10 @ 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Lenten Lunches & Prayer (Wednesdays, April 6): Bring your lunch and join Pastor Susanne/Josh for a
devotion and fellowship while we eat, followed by a time of dedicated prayer for our church. 12 noon in the Lee Hall
Conference Room.
Five Sundays of Lent (April 3): Communion will be offered each Sunday at all three services during Lent, so
please come to worship in-person as you are able, to partake of this Holy Meal in community.
Food, Fun & Fellowship (April 3 & 8): Breakfast in Lee Hall (9:30 – 11:00 a.m.) on April 3. Flashlight Egg
Hunt (6 p.m.) on April 8.
Palm Sunday (April 10): Two services this day at 8:30 and 11:00 (no 9:45 service) with children leading the Palm
Processional and the chancel choir offering the Cantata “It is Finished.”
Maundy Thursday (April 14): Worship Service with Communion focusing on the love and servanthood that Christ
demonstrated for his disciples in the Upper Room. 6:45 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
From the Cross to the Tomb…
Good Friday (April 15): The Sanctuary will be open from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. for prayer. The Chapel is always open
and will be available for prayer into the evening as late as you need. Please come to the church on Good Friday and pray for
Wesleyan Chapel as well as your own individual prayer needs and the needs of friends and family. A Good Friday written
liturgy will be provided for you in the Sanctuary and in the Chapel.
From the Tomb to Resurrection!
Easter Sunrise (April 17): Worship time and location will be announced depending on the sunrise – usually around
6:30 or 6:45 a.m. Bring a lawn chair and a blanket and worship the resurrected Jesus as the sun brings light to the day like
Jesus brings light to the world. Keep an eye on the weekly emails and Sunday bulletins for the location and time.
Easter Worship (April 17): Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Celebrate as we have traveled with Jesus
throughout Lent and on to Resurrection! Let us remember the journey. Three powerful services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00.
Easter Lilies: Help spread the joy of Easter by purchasing lilies in honor or memory of others. Sign-up sheets are
available in the Narthex and in the church pews. Pick up your lilies on Easter Sunday after the 11:00 service.

Easter Season: Easter Season continues for 50 days! Continue to worship, continue to celebrate the risen Lord,
continue to pray for Wesleyan Chapel. Come to Breakfast on April 24 for food and fellowship. Keep the momentum going!
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Pennies for Hunger

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Collection date April 10
March Collection: $166.59
2022 Total:
$567.11
Proceeds from Pennies for Hunger go to
support various ministries that provide
food to those in need.
Your continued support of this ministry is
greatly appreciated by all those ministries that we
support. In addition to pennies, we accept any coins,
paper money including checks, and even online
contributions.
So far this year we have contributed $400.00 to Mother
Hubbard Cupboard (Wilmington) and $400.00 to 4C's
Food Pantry (Hampstead).
Our next collection date is April 10th. There are 4 ways
you can contribute:
·If worshiping in person, you may place your donation
in a pennies basket located at each exit
·Mail in your contribution
·Make a donation through on line giving using fund
Pennies for Hunger
·Drop your pennies by the church office
Pennies Fact: During the early penny making years, the
U S Mint was so short on copper that it accepted copper
utensils, nails and scrap from the public to melt down
for the coins.

Confirmation Class
If your child is registered for Confirmation Class, the
kick off will be on Sunday, April 3, 4:00-5:30pm in the
Lee Hall conference room. We will meet each Sunday
at the same time, until May 15.
Confirmation Sunday will be on May 22, 2022. Please
plan to attend worship service that Sunday. After
service there will be a celebrate BBQ for the entire
youth group under the pavilion.
If you have any questions please contact:
Lilly Triolo– youth@wesleyanchapel.org
Josh Hamra– jhamra@nccumc.org

Finance Update
Since the presentation on March 13 about The State of
our Church, financially and structurally, there have been
several contributions made over and above people’s
pledges to help the Operations Budget. Thanks to those
who have contributed and thanks be to God! Our
finance team is closely watching expenses and we are
moving along just fine financially. As I said on that
Sunday, we are not a church in trouble! We are
blessed. Others who may feel led to make additional
contributions are certainly welcome to do so.
In God’s Service,
Al Howard
Finance Chair

Youth

Thank you so much everyone for
participating and coming to the
youth spaghetti lunch! Special thanks
to everyone who donated supplies
such as the craft circle group and
others who donated desserts. Also, a
special thanks to the youth and
parents who served. Not only did we
have a blast and made amazing food,
but we also raised around
$900 dollars in ticket sales!! We were
so proud and honored to have so much
support for the mission trip. Enjoy
the pictures of some of the youth
helping out and also the amazing
spread of desserts that were
donated and made.

Youth Director: Lilly Triolo
youth@wesleyanchapel.org
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Good Samaritan House

The weekend before Changeover one of our former
volunteers, Sandy Wright, stopped by and asked if they
could have some clothing to take to CIL Capital who is
working with Moto Leader Global in Brunswick County
to ship donations to help the Ukraine people. They
filled four trash bags with coats and winter clothing to
be shipped to Ukraine refugees in Poland.
THANK YOU! to all who helped with the changeover,
everything went smoothly. Our transformation is
complete as our rooms are filled with the brighter colors
of our spring/ summer clothes, items for Easter, and new
household items.
NEEDED: We are in need of children's summer
clothing, especially infant and Toddler sizes
DONATIONS: Donations are accepted only during our
normal hours of operation, Friday 9-12 and Saturday 93. All items should be gently used. Please check that
items do not have stains, rips, holes, missing buttons,
excessive wear, that all items work, are not missing
parts, and have no cracks, chips, etc.
Donations should be brought to the back door.
We do not accept furniture, mattresses, TV's, computers,
VCR or cassette tapes
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We could use a couple
more volunteers to work a 3 hour shift, our greatest need
is for Saturdays. If you are interested in volunteering at
GSH, please contact
Beth
Sanders
at
efsanders@charter.net
or
910-470-2725.
Thank you to all who
volunteer with this
ministry, you are a
fantastic
group of
people to work with.

Ministry Item of the Month
Thanks to all who have donated pajamas for women and
children at the Domestic Violence Shelter. The
opportunity for us to provide them for people in need is
a wonderful gift from God. Let us continue to serve the
Lord through giving.

Over 50 pajama sets were collected in March!

Our ministry items for the month of April will be
diapers (especially sizes 4 and 5), baby wipes, and
breakfast cereals for Share the Table food pantry in
Pender County. You may place donated items in the
wooden bins in the sanctuary and Lee Hall.
Share the Table is also doing a capital campaign to
purchase land and a new facility because they have
outgrown their warehouse. If you feel led to donate to
their campaign you may do so by mail or online:
Share the Table Inc.
PO Box 4170
Surf City, NC 28445
sharethetablenc.com/donate

Apr Pennies Counters: Joyce Spears & Beth Sanders
Visitor Gift Bags: Amanda Hamra

Apr 2 AM- Jack Morgan, Carole Jacobsen; PM Sue Shepard, Woody Page; both– Jan
Apr 9 AM– Sara Waters, Brenda Rhyne; both–
Beth Sanders

Good Sam House
Jan Kinney, Gretchen Simmons, Linda Riggins

Apr 8

Jan Kinney, Ruby Reavis, Caroline McKinley

Apr 15

Jan Kinney, Joyce Spears, Faye Lancaster

Apr 22

Jan Kinney, Gladys Booz, Lana Romano

Apr 29

Jan Kinney, Linda Riggins, Beth Sanders

Saturday

Friday
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Apr 1

Apr
16

AM– Connie Flores, Jackie Morris; PM–
Woody Page, Judy Howard; both– Beth

Apr
23

AM– Pat Flowers; PM– Judy Carter,
Shirley Marie Millis

Apr
30

AM– Sara Waters, Barbara Halpern; PM–
TBA

