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Important Financial Update
Operating in Reality is Painful. That seems to be our financial slogan of late.
The 2022 Budget was approved on Jan. 23 by the Church Council after a difficult
recommendation from the Finance Committee. The budget began to be built after
the end of Stewardship season using the resources that have been pledged for 2022
along with some other estimated giving.
The total amount of financial support that was requested for the Operation of the
Church was $799,921. The income estimated for 2022 is $590,000.
Here’s what the math looked like:
$590,000 anticipated income
- $799,921 requested expense
- $209,421
With such a discrepancy of needs vs. anticipated income, the Budget Committee
went to work making deep cuts in operations and program areas, reducing the
expenditures to a bare minimum of $678,163.
More math:
$799,921 requested expense
-$121,757 cuts made by budget committee
$678,163 necessary expense
$590,000 anticipated income
$678,163 necessary expense
-$88,163
As you can see, this is going to be an even more difficult financial year than 2021.
Church Council voted to approve the recommended budget which will require up to
$88,163 to be taken out of the Church Endowment Fund as needed.
...continued on page 3

Church Events
Feb 6– Breakfast
Feb 7– LIFT
Feb 7– UMM
Feb 9 & 10– Lydia
Abbey
Feb 10– Grace Circle
Feb 13– Hot Cocoa Bar
Feb 15– JOY Group
Feb 19– Valentine’s
Dinner
Feb 20– Breakfast

Ministry Item
of the Month
Thanks to all who donated trash bags for yard
debris in January! February’s Ministry Item
of the Month is books for second
graders. Several Churches in Pender County
are undertaking this joint mission with the goal
of providing a book to every second grader in
Pender County public schools. That number is
780. The school system cannot accept religious
books; however, we can provide books with
good moral messages. We will soon post a list
of already-approved books on our website
(wesleyanchapel.org) and provide information
in the Weekly Vine email. You can bring books
to church and place them in the donation bins
or if you’d like to order them and have them
shipped directly to the church, you can do that
too. Shipping
address is 10255
Hwy. 17 N.
Wilmington, NC
28411. Let’s help
second graders
learn to read!
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Shirley Marie Millis
Tommy Carter
Ethan Edens
Galen Harris
Buck Buckingham
Becke Heil
Phyllis Blake
Betsy Glover
Rex Heppe
Penny Wenzel
Ann Mar n
Cayden Persiche
Virginia Teachey
Ma hew Baer
Debbie Jones
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Andrea Heppe
Steve Tyler
Tracy Franklin
Doug Dameron
Tasha Ecklund
Lindsay Baer
Carl Bridgers
Al Howard
George Gamble
Linda Riggins
Becky Lewis
Phyllis Miller
Harvey Holland
Marsha Holland
Anna S lwell

Tom & Karen Morgan
Ralph & Ora Lee Simmons
Richard & Charlo e Ferguson
Doug & Nancy Pa erson

Prayers for God’s People
Homebound or in nursing homes: Ora Lee Simmons, David Skipper, Dot Chalmers, Durwood Page (recently
hospitalized, now receiving care from a home nurse), Lenny Foster (cousin of Jennifer Patterson in hospice)
Health or other concerns, upcoming operations or hospitalizations: Durham Family (Don Sr. & Jr., Pam, & Judy),
Jerry Campbell (Jamie Wrede’s parents), James & Pam Perry, Julie Wisecup, Donna Updegrove, Phyllis Miller, Maria
Kaminske (friend of Erin Troutman), Jabe Hardee, Dianne & Harold Lee, Tommy & Anne Johnson (Debbie Jones’s
parents), Cannon Helms (child battling liver cancer (S. Lee), Rev. Frederick Mech and his daughter and son-in-law, Kristin
& Donald Sallah, Annis Weir, Harvey Holland (recovering from back surgery), Phyllis Leitch’s daughter- Jackie, Larry &
Hattie Teachey, Konstantine Popkov (7 year old son of Amy Olive), Doris Edens, Joan Taylor, Jackie Melind (recovering
from back surgery), Carolyn Pinckney’s sister- Libby, Maryann Nunnally (recovering from hand surgery), Al Flowers
(recovering from back surgery), Jake Hanna (recovering from back surgery)
Families who have recently lost loved ones: Our sympathies go to Cameron Wright and his entire extended family upon
the death of a dear family member Larry Hubbard.
We mourn the death of long-time constituent and beloved brother-in-Christ Rev. Fred Mech. Fred died on Saturday Jan.
15.
Our deepest condolences go out to Jack DiSarno and family, at the passing of his mother, Fredericka “Freddy” DiSarno,
who passed away on January 8.
Armed forces, civil servants, and first responders: Matt Baer, Ray Metcalf, Ryan Boyette, Cade Manint
Onslow, Pender, and New Hanover County Schools: Students, teachers & administrators
You may submit a prayer request by emailing the church office at churchoffice@wesleyanchapel.org OR by calling the church office at 910-6864041. Please notify the church when prayers have been answered so the list may be updated.
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Continued from front page…
While the money is there in endowment
interest to do this for 2022, our Church cannot
continue on a deficit financial path. As the
year progresses, we will be taking a hard look
at the future of Wesleyan Chapel as it relates
to our financial well-being. We may have
some difficult decisions to make. And we will
need every mind, every heart and all hands to
participate. Mark your calendar now, and plan
to participate in a churchwide conversation
and visioning event on Sunday, March 13,
2022.
In the meantime, as John Wesley said, earn all
you can, save all you can and GIVE all you
can. Please know that your gifts matter, your
prayers matter, your presence at church
matters, your service matters and so does your
witness to the work that God is calling us to
do.
In God’s Service,
Al Howard
Finance Chair

Ministry Update

The UMM met on Monday, January 3, 2022,
at 7:00 PM in Lee Hall. After a blessing by
Tess Reavis, a delicious dinner of short ribs,
mixed vegetables, rice, and mixed salad was served. Many
thanks to Milton Teachey and Jerome Pinckney for the
scrumptious meal. Linda Riggins threatened our waistline with
her wonderful banana pudding for dessert.
Those having birthdays and anniversaries for the month of
January were recognized. With meetings occurring once a month,
Tess asked if each member would be willing to give a brief bio of
themselves. Tess had done this in a previous meeting which was
well received.
A Valentine’s Dinner is being planned this February. It is going
to be held on February 19th in Lee Hall. Due to seating
limitations of Lee Hall, reservations are required and will be
limited to 110 people. The menu will
consist of a choice on prime rib,
poached salmon or chicken marbella.
Due to the increased inflationary cost,
the price of the tickets will have to rise
to $50.00 per couple. Tickets will be
available
soon
and
additional
information will be in the church
bulletin.

Valentine’s
Dinner

Hello Church,
I am excited to share some kingdom building news with you. As many of you know, I spend some time each week
engaged in a non-traditional ministry with people who do not attend church. This ministry outreach exists within a preexisting jiu jitsu community in Sneads Ferry, NC and has been going strong for a little over two years now.
I started this ministry with my good friends and partners, Tulsa and Bianca Simpson. Together, we lead weekly
discussions about God, philosophy, religion, and purpose. I'm happy to report that these conversations continue to grow
in popularity and have led to deep and meaningful relationships with people who are now becoming curious about
Jesus!!!
Additionally, we have also started working with social workers in each of the four public schools in Sneads Ferry. With
their help, we have been able to offer at-risk youth a positive outlet through jiu jitsu and mentorship. I invite you to be
in prayer for us as we reach out to the youth of Sneads Ferry in an effort to reduce
child suicide rates, crime, and drug use.
Lastly, I want to share my intentions with you regarding my future ministry
endeavors and ask you for your support. I feel very passionate about the ministry
efforts I mentioned above. As I search my heart and look for God's direction in
my life, I have come to realize that it is time for me to devote more time to
reaching the lost and unchurched people of Sneads Ferry.
Therefore, I have asked for additional support and resources from the New Faith
Community department of the North Carolina Conference, along with an
appointment to this very important mission field.
If approved, it will mean a transition away from Wesleyan Chapel UMC
this Summer and a relocation to Sneads Ferry. This is certainly bittersweet, but I
am confident it is the right thing to do for The Lord.
Please feel free to ask me any questions you like. More to follow as we get closer
to Spring. May God bless you and keep you.
Sincerely,
Josh Hamra
Associate Pastor
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Whipped cream

Chocolate drizzle

Cinnamon sticks

Chocolate chips

Peppermint

Marshmallows

JOY Group

Just Older Youth
We've all heard the saying “Two steps
forward, One step back.” That seems
to be an appropriate description of our
lives lately as things seem to be getting
back to normal and then Covid throws
another variant at us. We did maintain a
step forward in January as 10 of us met for a devotional
and some great game time and fellowship, but we did
step back to wearing a mask and did not include sharing
a meal this time. We are looking forward to meeting in
February and praying that we will be able to take two
steps forward.
Please join us on February 15 at 10:00 in Lee Hall for a
devotional, a time of playing games and some great
fellowship which hopefully we will also be able to share
over a meal.

Lydia Abbey

The first Crafting session of the new year held on
January 12 was well attended with 20 ladies eager to
begin planning for Holiday Bazaar 2022. The morning
began with a roundtable discussion and review of
last year's event. Then, potential 2022 projects were
presented by circle members. After fellowship over
lunch, we were treated with DeeDee Egan's incredible
Rainbow Cake in celebration of January birthdays and
the blessings of being together again.
We are going to try to offer a crafting lesson every other
month on the 2nd Saturday from 10am to 12pm. It will
be something that a novice crafter can do. Stay tuned
for more details. First scheduled date is March 12.
Our next scheduled Circle crafting sessions will be held
in the Chapel on Wednesday, February 9 and Thursday,
February 10 from 9:00 to 3:00. Come and join us for an
hour or two or the entire day. Bring a bagged lunch as
we gather for fellowship during this time.
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Sunday Worship Service

The link to view worship service online through
YouTube can be found in the Weekly Vine email and on
the front page of our website wesleyanchapel.org. Tune
in live virtually to worship together: Traditional service
will be live at 11am. Contemporary service will be live
at 9:45am.
8:30am
9:45am
11:00 am

Early Traditional Service
Contemporary Service
Traditional Service

Pennies for Hunger

2nd Sunday of each month
Next Collection date February 14th
January Collection:
$195.35
2022 Total:
$195.35
While our first collection of 2022 was not
as large as last years, we are still off to a
great start. Hopefully, we will be able to
make our first contribution next month.
Our next collection date is February 14. There are 4
ways you can contribute:
If worshiping in person, you may place your donation in
a pennies basket located at each exit
·Mail in your contribution
·Make a donation through on line giving using fund
Pennies for Hunger
·Drop your pennies by the church office
Pennies Fact: All 1974 aluminum pennies, a coin
proposed in 1973 but not adopted, are considered
government property and are therefore illegal to own.
That's the case with the 1974-D aluminum penny, which
was confiscated by the government in 2014 before it
was sold at auction. Some experts believe if the coin
had sold at auction, it could've fetched $2 million.

Life Line Screening
There is a painless, simple, convenient way for you to
get preventive health screenings (that go beyond regular
check-ups) and learn your risk for stroke, heart disease
and other chronic conditions.
We are pleased to host Life Line Screening, who will be
on site on Monday, February 21, 2022 at Wesleyan
Chapel United Methodist Church to conduct health
screenings.
5 vital screenings are offered for only $139 and take 6090 minutes to complete.
Register by calling toll free 1-888
-653-6441, text the word "circle"
to 797979 or online at https://
llsa.social/HSC

Youth

February youth meetings (tentative):
Feb 6: Youth outing TBD
Feb 13: 5-630 Lee Hall
Feb 20: 5-630 Lee Hall
Feb 27: 5-630 Lee Hall
*Youth day of service (originally scheduled for
February 12) has been postponed due to the
Covid-19 surge. New date to be determined
by district.

Lou Reynolds- Lreynolds2@ec.rr.com

Traveling with Jesus:
A Lenten Journey

Coming Soon: LENT
Mark Your Calendar Now to be Engaged with Church during Lent!
Ash Wednesday – March 2
Take me amid your busy week to worship on this important day that kicks oﬀ the season of Lent. The service, including
the Imposi on of Ashes, will begin at 6:45 p.m. and last no more than 40 minutes.
Church-wide Lenten Study
Sign up to par cipate in the church-wide study of the last words of Jesus, based on the book Seven Words by Susan Robb.
All church members are encouraged to par cipate in a discussion group. In-person and zoom opportuni es will be oﬀered.
Watch the weekly email for sign-up details.
The Five Sundays of Lent – March 6,13, 20, 27, April 3
Communion will be oﬀered each Sunday during Lent, so please come to worship in-person as you are able, to partake of
this Holy Meal in community.
Breakfast will be served on March 6 in Lee Hall.
The State of the Church – March 13
An a ernoon gathering of ministry leaders and church members to envision Wesleyan Chapel’s future as related to structure and ﬁnance. Watch for more details in the Weekly Vine email.
Children’s Program & Youth Mission Lunch – March 20
The children of K-5 Alive will be leading worship and providing a Spring Concert on this day at the 11:00 service. Stay a er
worship for a Spaghe Lunch prepared and served by the youth group as a fundraiser for youth mission.
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By the Grace Circle

It’s not too late to order your chili! Get
your order in by February 8 and pick up on
February 13. The cost in $10 per quart and
includes two cornbread muffins.
To order: find a sign up form in the narthex, choir room
hallway, or church office, and drop it in the offering plate,
OR contact Dot Spencer at 910-270-4567.
All proceeds go to various charities, such as Domestic
Violence Shelter, Community hunger programs, local
schools, and Methodist Children’s Home.

Feb Pennies Counters: Mary Fanady & Beth Sanders
Visitor Gift Bags: Eve Hanna

Good Sam House
Friday
Saturday
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Feb 4

Jan Kinney, Gretchen Simmons, Linda Riggins

Feb 11

Jan Kinney, Ruby Reavis, Joyce Spears

Feb 18

Jan Kinney, Caroline McKinley, Faye Lancaster

Feb 25

Jan Kinney, Gladys Booz, Lana Romano

Feb 5

AM- Jack Morgan, Connie Flores; PM - Judy
Howard, Woody Page; both– Jan

Feb 12

AM– Lee Pelon, Carole Jacobsen; PM– Jackie
Morris, Sue Shepard; both– Beth Sanders

Feb 19

AM– Sara Waters, Brenda Rhyne; both– Beth
Sanders

Feb 26

AM– Pat Flowers, Barbara Halpern; PM– Judy
Carter, Shirley Marie Millis; both– Beth Sanders

